UK Liver Pathology Group

Telephone conference meeting:  Tuesday 27th June  2017, 15.30 – 16.50, 

Present: Graeme Murray, Simon Rushforth, Ali Winstanley, Dina Tiniakos, Rachel Brown, Rob Goldin, Judy Wyatt, Stefan Hubscher.

Apologies: none

Agenda:

1. Minutes of previous meeting (accepted) 
– all matters arising are covered elsewhere

Subcommittees:

2. Education and training – 
a. programme of CPD - http://www.virtualpathology.leeds.ac.uk/eqa/specialist/liver/liver_cpd_activities.php 

i. Liver biopsy in the assessment of medical liver disease – SH reported that the course on 17th March 2017 had around 100 delegates, with good feedback.  Next year’s will be on 23rd Feb 2018, Royal College of Psychiatrists, London, capacity around 130 delegates. Registration is open, link on UKLPG website.    SR asked about the target audience, well suited to trainee hepatologists although little uptake to date. 
Action: SH to send details to SR (done). SR – will advertise the course through BASL and BSG liver section and contact their trainee representatives. 

ii. UK & Ireland Liver Transplant Pathology meeting – Warwick, 19th September 2017, SGH local organiser.   Early bird fee by 31st July = £90 for BASL members.
The programme will include an update on the last two Banff meetings, provided by Chris Bellamy, Desley Neil and SH. Action: SH finalising programme, JW include in members’ letter.
Also slide discussion – invite each transplant centre to submit one case of interest, no particular theme – these will be scanned and digital slides available for preview (not sending glass slides).  Slides submitted by end of July.  Action: JW will contact transplant centres request cases, and arrange for digital slides on website. 

iii. Histopathology workshop on liver pathology – SGH, Sue Davies, JW.  24th April 2017 – held for the third time in the North of England Pathology & Screening Education Centre (NEPSEC) which can provide for up to 40 microscopes. 26 registrants, mainly from midlands and north; 2 from overseas after attending the RCPath Liver Biopsy course. The aim is to repeat this in a venue further south, on a date 4-6 weeks after the liver course on 23rd Feb 2018.  (avoiding holiday period Easter weekend 30th March- 2nd April). Action: AW to explore venues with sufficient microscopes. SH to check facilities in Birmingham Cytology Training Centre.

iv. Annual liver pathology update meeting -  30th November 2017 – local organiser Lai Mun Wang. The programme for liver and following GI day are on the UKLPG website, with registration link, and registrations are being received. In response to the questionnaire results, the liver day presentations will be recorded and posted on the UKLPG website, as last year.  

b. other education/training material/activities – e.g. trainees, undergraduate, ideas for future, 
RCPath Bulletin article describing development and purpose of UKLPG and inviting associate, trainee, overseas members - will be in the July issue.

SR asked if the UKLPG had been approached to provide questions for the trainee gastroenterologists’ exit exam – to demonstrate they have the knowledge necessary to understand a medical liver biopsy report. He is joining the writing committee and felt this would address a potential knowledge gap for trainees. SH agreed that members of the UKLPG could help with seting questions.  Action : SR will enquire and feed back.  
 
Lectures on UKLPG website – JW had delivered a lecture to the northern ST1 trainees, structured on the ST1 curriculum and put the pdf with explanatory text on the virtualpathology website as an example. http://www.virtualpathology.leeds.ac.uk/deanery/current/docs/ST1%20block%20teaching%20week%20Jan%202017.annotated.pdf   Other committee members deliver similar lectures, and it was agreed to create a section on the UKLPG website where such lectures suitable for undergraduates and junior trainees could be available.  The aim is to have a variety of lectures (rather than attempting to combine them) to have the benefit of a range of topics, teaching styles and approaches.  As agreed last time, the more detailed seminars by Peter Scheuer are now included under the CPD heading on the front page of the UKLPG website.
Action: JW create section on the website.  All – send lectures to JW to be uploaded as pdf. 

AW proposed that we should also have good examples of common conditions presented as whole side digital images for trainees to study.  Action: AW – send slides to JW for scanning, and create structure for this section.  

3. Quality Assurance –   
a. Liver EQA scheme  - current circulation LP April 14 to July 7th – 27 responses so far
   circulation LQ  4th August to 3rd November. 
RB said that the quality subcommittee will meet once the responses from LP are complete – JW said there would be some slippage in the July 7th date because of problems with some cells’ circulations.  Aim for late July/early August depending on holidays. The subcommittee members will share the task of collating responses and producing the summaries for the EQA discussion on November 30th.  Building on this experience, we anticipate that circulation LQ (for which there is a much shorter turnaround time) can also be shared among the subcommittee members.  Action: RB arrange meeting.   

Also to provide MCQs for non-EQA members attending the meeting, as was done last year.  These can then provide future on line self-test CPD activities.  JW said she is looking at how these can have automated marking and certification using the eCPD platform, information from Jo Martin.  
Action: JW arrange on line MCQ responses for CPD from previous circulations.   


b. RCPath documents - both Liver Dataset and Tissue Pathways are ready for the next version.  
- can  be 'minor revisions' - do not require full consultation process.

I. Liver Dataset 2nd edition June 2012 –  Co-authors will be JW, SH, RG, DT. 
Agreed: each author will read current version and identify what needs updating.  Will need to incorporate TNM 8. RG said the best way to do this is using Google doc.  
Action: JW email word doc to RG (done); RG set up Google doc. 

II. Tissue Pathways for medical liver biopsies – version 2 January 2014.  Current           co-authors JW, SH, Chris Bellamy
It was felt few revisions were needed, other than improving the guidance on adequate specimen size.  The prognostic importance of fibrosis stage is emphasised in recent publications and >20mm core of 16G needle is recommended for staging.  We anticipate that the Tissue Pathways will be aligned with joint guidance produced by hepatologists/radiologists/pathologists.  This group will meet separately, including input from the Royal College of Radiologists/British Society of Gastrointestinal and Abdominal Radiology (BSGAR).  Propose to survey current practice including recent changes, and literature comparing biopsy needles. 
Action: SR, JW – arrange meeting (telephone conference).   

4. Research  
a.  to develop website –  http://www.virtualpathology.leeds.ac.uk/eqa/specialist/liver/subcommittees.php?comm=Research 
b. ? items for involvement of the group  - 
DT provided a summary of the research subcommittee meeting, held by teleconference on the previous day. Items discussed included an update on national multicentre trials, developing a platform for research networks, providing opportunities for pathology led projects (e.g. validation of scoring systems, collection of rare cases) and providing guidelines for assessing histological findings in animal models of liver disease.

SR asked if the UKLPG research subcommittee could be approached to provide feedback on project proposals, also contacts who can provide histopathology opinions/scoring of trial material. The support of the UKLPG in grant applications should strengthen the application, and the UKLPG could develop as the go-to platform for projects involving liver histology. DT said there is also a non-clinical dimension, with scope for links with pharma and potential to contribute to assets of the group.  

SH reinforced two points – 1. Input of pathologists into the design of research studies and clinical trials. Histology can be used as a surrogate endpoint in clinical trials, but scoring is time consuming, and needs to be properly costed and funded.  2. Histopathology in animal models of liver disease is often badly described. There is thus a need for the ‘position paper’ providing guidance on animal model histopathological evaluation envisaged by subcommittee.  


5. Transplant 
a. British Liver Transplant Group – 19th September, Warwick.  Discussed above 2.a.ii.
b. National Digital Pathology On call service 
Desley Neil had recently emailed transplant centre pathologists with the current status of this project, which is focussing on donor biopsies.  Individual centres will reply to DN. Concerns were again raised about issues relating to the assessment of non-hepatic lesions found during liver retrieval. 

6. Paediatric - update from Rachel - presentation during November meeting.
RB has compiled a list of those with an interest in liver pathology, and emailed on 14th April. In the January survey, 35% liver EQA responders report paediatric liver biopsies, 7% in units which receive >50 per year. 80% would be interested in paediatric related CPD.  Her email included notice of her presentation during the Oxford meeting on 30th November, and introducing herself as the point of contact in the UKLPG for paediatric issues. 

Regarding earlier discussion about biopsy size – in Birmingham the hepatologists take the paediatric liver biopsies, and have recently changed to BioPince needles with improved sample quality. She commented that a smaller patient does not need a smaller biopsy.

7. Treasurer  -  
GM reported: account set up, Harrogate meeting funds transferred, subscriptions recognised as tax deductible by Inland Revenue (not as charitable status which has not been applied for). We are now ready to collect annual membership subscriptions.  The preferred method for this is by standing order (SO), with an alternative of cheque.  JW and GM have tested the SO and confirmed that it works.  
Action: JW will include the request and UKLPG bank details in the next letter to members.  

8. Website - http://www.virtualpathology.leeds.ac.uk/eqa/specialist/liver/index.php 
To add a quick link from virtualpathology home page to UKLPG, with logo. Action: JW (done)

9. Business/membership/constitution 

Website link for joining as associate, trainee or overseas member. 
JW has sent letters sent to those registering.  She will produce periodic letters summarising UKLPG activities, forwarded by KA the liver EQA secretary. 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Trainee members on the committee – not yet in place.  JW proposed a change to the constitution to state that there would be up to 3 committee members, one associated with each of the subcommittees. These would be selected through expressions of interest from trainee members, with a brief personal statement and ranking of their subcommittee interest.  The committee will then decide among candidates if required.  Term of office normally 2 years, or until no longer a trainee. This proposal was emailed to committee members in April; 6 responses all in agreement, and formally confirmed at this committee meeting. 
 Action: JW amend constitution (done) and contact UKLPG trainee members. 

10. Links with other organisations
a. Arrangements for honorary membership of BASL 
JW has emailed the list of UKLPG members wishing to take honorary membership of BASL, some also of BLTG, to Judy Hawksworth on 14.06.17.  Arrangements in progress. 

RG said that he had been the pathologist representative on BASL for some time and is ready to stand down.  There was a discussion of how to nominate his replacement, mindful that this could set the precedent for similar future succession arrangements. It was agreed that the BASL representative should be a UKLPG committee member, and expression of interest was invited to the Chair or current representative (SH or RG). 

b. BASL - information for their website re biopsies – 
discussed above in Tissue Pathways, 3.b.ii.

11. AOB - 

12. meeting dates for 2017  -
Tuesdays at 3.30: October 3rd 2017  and during the annual meeting Thursday November 30th 

JW & SH, 09.07.2017
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